
At the last NYSRC-EC meeting [excerpt from draft minutes]: 
 
Mr. Loehr acknowledged that he may not be aware of activities under the Northeast 
ISO/RTO Planning Coordination Protocol, Northeast Coordinated System Plan, or 
the Joint Interconnection Reliability Committee.  Therefore, he asked Messrs. 
Adams and Fedora to address their activities related to the 
Protocol/Plan/Committee at the October 14, 2008 Executive Committee meeting - AI 
#114-xx.  
 
In response to this request, attached is a document describing the Eastern Interconnection 
Reliability Assessment Group (ERAG); more information is available on their website: 
 
http://www.erag.info/ManagementCommittee.aspx  
 
Summary 
There are three ERAG study forums—RFC-NPCC, RFC-SERC East and RFC-MRO-SPP-SERC 
West.  The present RFC-NPCC Steering Committee and Working Group are direct descendants 
of the MAAC-ECAR-NPCC (MEN) Study Committee and Working Group.  The present RFC-
SERC East Steering Committee and Working Group are direct descendants of the VACAR-
ECAR-MAAC (VEM) Study Committee and Working Group.  The ERAG Management Committee 
is essentially an offshoot of the Joint Interregional Review Committee (JIRC) but the extent of 
responsibility was expanded to the entire Eastern Interconnection.  In addition, ERAG took over 
all previous NERC steady state and dynamic base case development responsibilities for the 
Multi-Regional Modeling Working Group in 2006.  That effort has expanded from previous 
responsibilities to include development of additional base cases, base case benchmarking and 
disturbance analysis models.   
 
Future Assessment Need 
The ERAG Management Committee has recognized the need for future condition interregional 
system assessment.  A survey was conducted of NPCC, RFC, PJM, MISO and SERC to 
determine what seasonal and future assessments have been conducted to determine the extent 
of interregional coverage.  The results of the survey have been reviewed to consider impacts of 
anticipated large future system developments (e.g. large wind resource additions, TrAIL 500kV 
line and PATH 765 & 500kV lines, NY developments, Ontario generation additions and 
retirements, etc.).  These facilities are included as future assessments are done (e.g. NPCC 
Triennial/Overall Transmission Reviews, PJM Assessments, RFC assessments).  The large 
projects being pursued have shown a need for interregional studies.  NERC standard 
requirements for seasonal and future assessments have also been reviewed. 
 
The ERAG Management Committee is considering manpower and budget needs to conduct 
interregional future assessments during 2009.  That would be done through separate future 
assessments in each study forum.  A first proposal has been made to forgo the 2009/2010 winter 
assessments and focus on getting a future assessment done over the whole year, with 
completion of a summer 2009 assessment still required during the spring.  That would include 
steady state transfer capability assessment, assessment of any proposed SPSs, etc.  
Commitments for manpower to do this and concerns with this approach being reviewed. The next 
meeting of the ERAG Management Committee is scheduled for October 22, where the concerns 
raised at the last NYSRC-EC meeting will be presented and discussed. 
 
NPCC is scheduled to kick off the Overall NPCC Transmission Assessment later this year and 
will examine the NPCC system from a broader regional and inter-regional perspective to include 
the impact of some of the major 500 and 765kV facilities proposed for service in the near future 
within PJM and how these facilities might exacerbate the effects of critical contingencies on 



NPCC systems, parallel flow and congestion through both Ontario and New York systems.  
Participation of adjacent regions in the NPCC study will be sought.  
 
The NPCC transmission reports are available on the NPCC Member web site at: 
 
https://www.npcc.org/documents/reviews/Transmission.aspx  
 
Agree that the importance of interregional studies of planned future systems cannot be 
overemphasized.  NPCC continues to promote and participate fully in proposed joint studies with 
its neighboring regional reliability council, ReliabilityFirst Corp. (RFC).  These studies intend to 
assess the mutual interactions of the high voltage transmission systems of both regions as 
planned for the future, with particular emphasis on major planned transmission additions and 
intraregional power transfer capabilities. 
 
Hope this information helps your understanding of the existing processes during your 
deliberations of this topic at your October 14th meeting.  Will participate in your next meeting (via 
phone); in the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call or send an 
e-mail.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Phil 
(212) 840-4909 
 
 


