
 
 
George Loehr: Would it be appropriate for the NYSRC to indicate our support of 
this bill (HR 1558), in the interests of the reliability of the New York State power  
system? 

Several members of Congress introduced legislation in the House and Senate that would 
shield generators from lawsuits if they break environmental regulations while operating 
under a U.S. Department of Energy order meant to address a grid reliability emergency. 

On the House side, Reps. Pete Olson, R-Texas; Gene Green, D-Texas; and Mike Doyle, 
D-Pa., introduced the Resolving Environmental and Grid Reliability Conflicts Act, H.R. 
1558. And Missouri Sens. Claire McCaskill, a Democrat, and Roy Blunt, a Republican, 
introduced a companion bill titled The Grid Reliability Act. The text of the Senate bill 
was not immediately available. 

The effort was led by Olson, who first introduced the grid reliability bill in the 112th 
Congress around the time the U.S. EPA published its Mercury and Air Toxics Standards, 
or MATS, that limit mercury, acid gases and other toxic emissions from power plants. 
The rule gave affected sources three years, until April 16, 2015, to comply with the 
requirements, with the potential for a one-year extension if granted by permitting 
authorities. 

The rule, combined with low-priced natural gas and other factors, is widely believed to 
have triggered plans for the retirement of many older, less-efficient coal power plants in 
the U.S. Those factors have made some regions more dependent on gas-fired generation 
even though many of those generators have not lined up firm fuel supply contracts. 

Given the potential for the changes to cause reliability challenges, the EPA rule launched 
discussions about whether the DOE may need to invoke its Federal Power Act Section 
202(c) authority to order a generator to continue operating despite the environmental 
requirements. 

The proposed bills would change the Federal Power Act to ensure that compliance with a 
DOE Section 202(c) emergency order may not be considered a violation of any federal, 
state or local environmental law or regulation. 

With the EPA now poised to issue a final rule on carbon dioxide emissions from existing 
power plants, which is expected to trigger even more coal-power plant closures, Olson in 
a recent interview said he believes his legislation is needed now more than ever. 

The legislation "will ensure that utilities keep the power on, businesses remain up and 
running and our constituents keep their lights on," Green said in a March 24 statement. 
"Emergencies can happen at any time, and when they do, we need a direct path to 
resolution [and this] bill provides that path." 



 


