
 

NEW YORK STATE RELIABILITY COUNCIL 
MEETING 200: December 4th, 2015 

Report for Agenda Item 8.1: Michael Forte 
NPCC Board of Directors Report 

 
The NPCC Board of Directors meeting was held on December 2nd. The following is a summary of the FERC Order 
directing Regional Delegation Agreement (RDA) revisions, which was reviewed for approval at the NPCC Board of 
Directors December meeting. 

 
FERC Order on RDA 

 
On November 2nd, 2015, FERC conditionally approved revised Regional Delegation Agreements (RDAs) between the 
Electric Reliability Organization (ERO) and the eight Regional Entities. This approval is effective January 1, 2016; 
however, FERC also directed several modifications to sections of the RDA that will be filed within 120 days. These 
modifications include changes to (i) Section 3 General Covenants, (ii) Section 8 Oversight, (iii) Section 12 Term and 
Termination, and (iv) Section 15 Confidentiality.  
 

I. Regional Delegation Agreements (RDA) 

a. Summary 
i. A fundamental component of the ERO’s operations is the reliance on Regional Entities 

to perform significant reliability functions. Under Section 215(e)(4) of the Federal 
Power Act, NERC is permitted “to delegate authority to a Regional Entity for the 
purpose of proposing reliability standards to the ERO and enforcing reliability 
standards.” 

ii. The original RDAs were effective on May 2, 2007 for seven Regional Entities and on May 
16, 2007 for Texas RE. 

iii. Delegation agreements must be approved by FERC before they can become effective. 
The latest revisions of the RDAs were approved by FERC in Docket Number RR15-12-
000. 
 

II. Proposed RDA Modifications 

a. Section 3 General Convents 
i. NERC proposed to eliminate the inclusion of exhibits that contain the Regional Entities’ 

bylaws and their Regional Standard Development Procedures.  
ii. FERC directed NERC to revise proposed Section 3(b) to include a provision requiring 

NERC to maintain on its public website the currently effective versions of all of the 
Regional Entities’ bylaws and Regional Standard Development Procedures. 

 
b. Section 8 Oversight 

i. FERC approved of the proposed systematization of the collaborative decision-making within 
the ERO Enterprise.  

ii. NERC proposed removing a section that required NERC to audit Compliance Monitoring and 
Enforcement Program (CMEP) activities at least every five years. Instead, NERC proposed 
periodic reviews as described in Section 8(f) of the RDA. FERC approved of this change, but 
directed that the word “audits” must be retained in this section. 

iii. FERC requested clarification that it will be granted full access to non-public material 
resulting from audits and reviews. 



 

 
c. Section 12 Term and Termination 

i. FERC rejected the automatic renewal provision (five year terms) for the RDA proposed by 
NERC in Section 12(b) and required retention of the audit provisions from the previous RDA 
document. 

 
d. Section 15 Confidentiality 

i. FERC directed NERC to include language stating that the provisions of NERC Rules of 
Procedure (ROP) Section 1500 takes precedence when a conflict arises between it and the 
RDAs. 


