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ICS’s first meeting of the year was held as a teleconference. 

Topics Discussed: 

1. Status reports on MOU with neighboring control areas and NYISO LCR task force 
2. White Papers and Studies to be undertaken this year 
3. Delivery schedule for White Papers and Studies timeline 
4. Presentation by GE on possible new environmental feature for MARS 
5. Policy 5 change proposed and accepted by ICS for discussion and vote at March EC 

meeting 

Status reports on MOU with neighboring control areas and NYISO LCR task force 

NYISO informed the group that the original goal to amend the MOU with ISO-NE was 

broadened to include all neighboring control areas.  The widening of the scope has made the 

process more difficult to manage, so there was nothing to report as the NYISO has not even 

set a date for future meetings.  NYISO is aware that ICS is interested in getting a clear MOU 

that addresses how planning will be conducted in and among the control areas. 

 

NYISO’s LCR Task Force met last month.  NYISO market participants agreed with NYISO and its 

consultant that more work needs to be done.  NYISO thought that the next meeting would be 

in June.   Basically, the results of the consultant’s analysis was not acceptable to the 

Transmission Owners because of shifting the burdens was not acceptable. 

 
White Papers and Studies to be undertaken this year 

1. Acceptable levels of emergency assistance from neighboring control areas 

 This will be undertaken by NYISO’s Planning and Operations Departments   

 Scope is scheduled for delivery at ICS’ March meeting  

 Report is due in May 

 Incorporate Mr. Younger’s requested evaluations – Delivery May ICS meeting 

 Run case suggested by Mr. Boyle – Delivery in 2016 (for use as a sensitivity 
only) 

  
2. Acceptable LOLE value for PJM 



 John Adams and Al Adamson will review the methodology use to arrive at 
PJM’s LOLE of 0.14.  NYISO arrived at 0.14 by adding PJMs resource adequacy 
value (with only generation) of 0.1 and a 0.04 value when transmission was 
added. A question was raised if this should be additive? 

 Completion date is set for ICS’ May meeting 
3. External Control Area Modeling 

 Incorporate Mr. Younger’s requested evaluations, which relies on Operations 
data – Delivery May ICS meeting 

 John Adams and Al Adamson have a number of issues they would like studied – 
Their requests should be completed by ICS’s May meeting date 

 Run case suggested by Mr. Boyle – Delivery in 2016 (for use as a sensitivity 
only) 

4. Bubble Modelling 

 We have not set a date for the analysis, but we have added a month to NYISO’s 
time to evaluate the NPCC PJM submission.  GE did mention that we could do 
all external control areas as individual bubbles (one each) and control the 
interfaces with nomograms.  By using nomograms, we can direct emergency 
assistance to areas without it all going to zone J first.   If we take the approach 
that emergency assistance is a fixed number (established by Operations) then 
this modelling option will make it easier to model all neighbors. 

5. Multiple Year Wind Shape  

 GE delivered their final MARS version with the wind shape option.   NYISO is 
tasked with testing, compiling the result, and presenting the results for this 
year’s base case (if the option meets expectations). 

6. SCR Modeling 

 NYISO has indicated that they have thoughts on revising the method for 
determining SCR reliability.  NYISO is scheduled to present their assumptions at 
ICS’ next meeting, with the goal of having final results presented in April. 

7. Load Shape Selection 

 NYISO will present their analysis at the May ICS meeting 
8. Special Sensitivity Case 

 ICS will be presenting at the March EC meeting how we propose to handle 
special sensitivity cases.  The proposal will be ready for incorporation in to 
Policy 5 if approved by the EC. 

9. Retirements 

 Mr. Dana Walters presented an issue that Policy 5 does not address; how units 
that are forced off but do not have an adequate repair plant and removed from 
the NYISO capacity market should be handled in IRM planning.   Dana will 
present his thoughts at the April ICS meeting 

 
Delivery schedule for White Papers and Studies timeline 
All White Papers and studies are expected to be completed and addressed by ICS’ June 
meeting.  The EC will make its decision on accepting the changes for the base case and 
sensitivities at its June meeting. 

Presentation by GE on possible new environmental feature for MARS 
Currently, the new feature is still in the white board stage and will be formally rolled out 
at the GE’s MARS User Group meeting in September (?).  While the model outlined will be 



very flexible in providing a wide range of options, it is not envisioned to perform 
dispatching logic.  However, based on plant run times hours will be monitored and 
limited.  When the model runs short of reserves, the plant which was limited will then be 
used in an EOP step.  This modeling feature will provide useful what if analysis for 
changes in EPA rules. 

  
 
 
 
Next meeting ICS meeting is February 3, 2016 at the NYISO. 
 

 
 


