
NERC MRC ISO/RTO Segment Contacts and Alternates 
 
For your information, following are the salient points from the first meeting of the NERC 
Members Committee as compiled by Armie and myself: 
 
1. The nominated BOT members were confirmed (and John Anderson and I agreed we needed to have 
an MRC discussion about future nomination process) 
 
2. Billy Ball and Steve Hickok were elected Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
3. An ad hoc group of MRC members headed by Steve Hickok will consider how the MRC can most 
effectively work with NERC Management and the Board. 
 
4. The MRC passed a unanimous motion calling on the NERC Board to request a rehearing from FERC 
regarding a couple of items from their January rule; first, concern over the requirement to develop an 
urgent standard on a timetable of FERC’s choosing even if it meant not using NERC’s industry review, 
comment and balloting process; and second, concern over the separation of the violation risk factors from 
the standards to which they apply, approving the standards through a rules of procedure process rather 
than through the standards development process.  Quite apart from the substance of the motion, the 
making of a unanimous motion for the Board to take action, emerging from a discussion among the MRC 
that the Board was present for, seemed to cause a fair bit of concern amongst the Board.  At their 
meeting the next day, the Board did not address the motion.  Having no position in front of them from 
NERC Management, they deferred further discussion until their March 12 meeting at which time NERC 
management will have a proposed position regarding the FERC order.  This was an example of the need 
for the ad hoc committee identified above. 
 
5. NERC scheduled a special meeting of the BOT Finance Committee on March 5 to consider costs 
allocation issues arising from differences in US and Canada treatment of some functions. 
 
6. Idaho Center for Excellence: This is a combined effort of the Idaho National Labs. and Pacific NW 
National Labs. They do not want NERC dollars but they want NERC endorsement. They are planning to 
create a new type of simulator for transmission operators. They will have the full system model. The 
emulator will substitute for the state estimator. 
 
If you would prefer not to get these notes in future please let Armie and I know.  Also, if you have any 
thoughts on item 3 that you would like us to submit you can let Armie and I know. 
 
Thanks 
Paul 
 


