
Draft Comment on NYS DPS Second Report on the August 14, 2003 Blackout 
 
 
The sections of the report dealing with voltage issues and reactive power (vars) attempt to 
do so without using either the term “reactive power” or the word “var.”  The reason for 
this omission is unclear.  As a result, however, these parts of the report are almost 
impossible to understand.  We note that “reactive power” and “var” have been widely 
used, not only in the trade press, but even in the popular press. 
 
Footnote #9 on “untested concepts” (p. 19) is both false and misleading.  (Points 1 and 2 
are the same, by the way.)   
 

Creating smaller synchronous interconnections out of the present 600,000MW 
Eastern Interconnection, and tying them together with high voltage DC rather than 
AC lines, can hardly be characterized as new or untested.  In North America, both 
Hydro-Quebec and ERCOT (Electric Reliability Council of Texas) function as 
independent synchronous interconnections or “grids” – and have been doing so 
for decades.  Hydro-Quebec has a number of HVDC ties with systems in the 
Eastern Interconnection.  ERCOT has HVDC ties with both the Eastern 
Interconnection and the Western Interconnection.  Both systems do substantial 
imports and/or exports over the HVDC lines – including, in the case of Hydro-
Quebec, significant transactions with New York State.  Similar examples exist in 
both Europe and Japan. 
 
Creating the capability to isolate defensively in the event of a major external 
contingency  is nothing new.  Such a strategy has been used for many years in the 
Western Interconnection, where such protection systems are known as “Remedial 
Action Schemes.”  Both NPCC and the NYSRC are currently exploring the 
applicability of such an approach in New York and the Northeast. 
 
Phase angle regulators have been common elements of the high voltage grid in 
New York for more than half a century.  As to so-called FACTS devices, many 
are now successfully installed in various parts of the country, and more are on the 
way. 

 
Perhaps those who wrote this statement were not aware of the facts about current system 
conditions, long term policies in New York and NPCC, and the history of the Eastern 
Interconnection.  If that is the case, we believe we can be of help in providing some of 
this background and education – and we stand ready to do so. 
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