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Proposed Revisions to NYSRC RR Manual                      
Rule Section Introductions: Sections B, C, E, F, and G 

 

B. TRANSMISSION CAPABILITY - PLANNING 
 

Introduction 
The NYS Bulk Power System must be planned with sufficient transmission 

capability to withstand the loss of specified, representative and reasonably 

foreseeable design criteria contingencies at projected customer demand and 

anticipated transfer levels. Application of these design criteria contingencies 

should not result in any criteria violations, or the loss of a major portion of the 

system, or unintentional separation of a major portion of the system. These design 

criteria contingencies are listed in Table A. Analysis of these contingencies 

should include thermal, voltage, and stability assessments as defined by the 

Reliability Rules. The Reliability Rules apply after any critical generator, 

transmission circuit, transformer, series or shunt compensating device, or high 

voltage direct current (“HVDC”) pole has already been lost, and after generation 

and power flows have been adjusted between outages by the use of ten (10) 

minute operating reserve and, where available, phase angle regulator control and 

HVDC control. 

 

Loss of small portions of the NYS Power System (such as radial portions) may be 

tolerated provided they do not jeopardize the reliability of the overall NYS Bulk 

Power System. 

 

Assessment of extreme contingencies recognizes that the NYS Bulk Power System 

may be subjected to events which exceed in severity the representative 

contingencies in Table A. These assessments measure the robustness of the 

transmission system, and should be evaluated for risks and consequences. One of 

the objectives of extreme contingency assessment is to determine, through 

planning studies, the effects of extreme contingencies on system performance. 

Extreme contingency assessments provide an indication of system strength, or to
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determine the extent of a widespread system disturbance, even though extreme 

contingencies do have low probabilities of occurrence. Extreme contingency 

assessments examine several specific contingencies which are listed in Table B. 

They are intended to serve as a means of identifying some of those particular 

situations that may result in a widespread NYS Bulk Power System shutdown.  

 

Transmission owners may take actions to reduce the frequency of occurrence of 

extreme contingencies, or to mitigate the consequences that are indicated as the 

result of testing for such contingencies.  

 

The ability of the NYS Bulk Power System to withstand representative and 

extreme contingencies must be determined by simulation testing of the system as 

prescribed by the Reliability Rules and all applicable NYISO policies, procedures 

and guidelines. 

 

Section B also sets forth a Reliability Rule requiring fault duty levels to be within 

appropriate equipment ratings. 
 

A Special Protection System (SPS) may be employed to provide protection for 

infrequent contingencies or for temporary conditions that may exist such as 

project delays, unusual combinations of system demand and equipment outages or 

unavailability, or specific equipment maintenance outages. An SPS may be 

applied to preserve system integrity in the event of severe facility outages and 

extreme contingencies. The decision to employ an SPS should take into account 

the complexity of the scheme and the consequence of correct or incorrect 

operation as well as benefits. An SPS should be used judiciously and when 

employed, should be installed consistent with good system design and operating 

policy. 

 

This Reliability Rule section also specifies requirements for establishing and 

maintaining a list of NYS Bulk Power System facilities.  
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C. RESOURCE, SYSTEM & DEMAND DATA 
REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

Introduction 
 

System modeling is the first step toward planning and operating a reliable NYS 

Bulk Power System. The development of system modeling data to realistically 

simulate the operation of resource and transmission facilities is essential for 

planning and operating studies used to assess electric system reliability. To 

achieve this purpose, the Reliability Rules establish requirements for the 

development and submission of complete, accurate, and timely data necessary for 

NYSRC studies for establishing statewide IRM requirements and various NYISO 

resource and transmission analyses and assessments required by the Reliability 

Rules and NYISO procedures.  

 

System modeling data required under this section includes resource capacity 

verification testing and availability, system data,  load forecasting, and data from 

disturbance recording devices. 
 
 

E. TRANSMISSION CAPABILITY - OPERATING 
 
 

Introduction 
 

This Section sets forth Reliability Rules for establishing operating transmission 

capabilities. NYSRC operating Reliability Rules provide the basis for application 

of the planning Reliability Rules to inter-control area and NYS Bulk Power 

System operation. They represent the minimum level of security that shall apply to 

the operation of the NYS Bulk Power System. Where NYS Bulk Power System or 

inter-control area security is affected, operating limits are established so that the 

contingencies stated in Table A can be withstood without adversely affecting the 

reliability of the NYS Bulk Power System or neighboring systems. 

 

When adequate facilities are available to supply firm load, pre-contingency 

voltages, line loadings, and equipment loadings shall be within applicable normal 
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voltage limits and thermal ratings. Unless specific instructions describing 

alternate action are in effect, normal transfers shall be such that manual reclosing 

of a faulted element can be carried out before any manual system adjustment, 

without affecting the stability of the NYS Bulk Power System. 

 

When necessary to ensure that adequate facilities continue to be available to 

supply firm load in the NYCA or a portion of the NYCA, transfers may be 

increased to the point where pre-contingency voltages, line loadings, and 

equipment loadings are within applicable emergency voltage limits and thermal 

ratings. Emergency transfer levels may require generation adjustment before 

manually reclosing faulted elements. 

 

When adequate NYS Bulk Power System facilities are not available, SPSs may be 

employed to maintain system security. The requirements of SPSs should be 

defined by the NYISO.  
 

Two categories of transmission transfer capabilities, normal and emergency, are 

applicable. Normal transfer capabilities are to be observed unless emergency 

transfer criteria are invoked by the NYISO. 

 

This section of the Reliability Rules requires assessments to evaluate fault duty 

levels and to develop appropriate mitigation plans in the event equipment ratings 

are exceeded. 

 

The transmission owners establish and implement procedures for meeting the 

NYSRC Reliability Rules that apply to specific conditions on portions of the NYS 

Transmission System not included in the NYISO Secured Transmission System. 

These procedures are known as “Applications of the Reliability Rules”. These 

Applications require close coordination between the transmission owners and the 

NYISO in order to maintain the reliability of the NYS Power System. The 

NYSRC Reliability Rules provide the NYISO with the responsibility of 

maintaining the Applications, approving modifications or new Applications, and 

for securing the needed cooperation by the transmission owners.   
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Local conditions requiring criteria which are more stringent than those set out 

herein shall be formulated as Local Reliability Rules. These Local Reliability 

Rules are provided in Reliability Rules Section I. 

 

Subsequent to the determination of the day-ahead commitment of generating units by the 

NYISO, transmission owners will have the opportunity to review the unit commitment. 

To the extent that operating circumstances may adversely impact short-term reliability of 

the transmission owner’s local system and such operating circumstances have not been 

addressed in any Reliability Rules, inclusive of local reliability rules, the transmission 

owner will have the flexibility to request additional generating units to be committed for 

service. The final commitment decision will rest with the NYISO and will be posted on 

the NYISO’s Open Access Same-Time Information System (“OASIS”). 

F. OPERATION DURING MAJOR EMERGENCIES 
 
 

Introduction 
 
The NYISO needs to develop and implement plans to mitigate major 

emergencies. This Section sets forth Reliability Rules to be used by the NYISO in 

the event of eight types of major emergencies. 

 
After declaration of a major emergency, any request made by the NYISO to a Market Participant dispatcher 
for remedial action including, but not limited to, load shedding, shall be considered an order to effect such 
remedial action. Normally, those orders shall be made over the hot line to the transmission owners. 

G. SYSTEM RESTORATION 

 
 
Introduction 
The NYISO and market participants must ensure plans, procedures, and resources 

are available to restore the NYCA NYS Bulk Power to a normal condition in the 

event of a partial or system-wide shutdown. Accordingly, this Section sets forth 

system restoration requirements for re-establishing the NYCA system in the event 

NYCA experiences these types of system shutdowns. These Reliability Rules 
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cover requirements for NYISO and transmission owner procedures, system 

blackstart capability, training, and restoration simulations. 
 

I. LOCAL RELIABILITY RULES 
 

Introduction 
Local Reliability Rules have been adopted that apply to individual zones. These 

Reliability Rules are more stringent than other Reliability Rules because of the 

need to protect the reliable delivery of electricity for specific electric system 

characteristics and demographics relative to these zones. These conditions include 

unique circumstances and complexities related to the maintenance of reliable 

transmission service, and the dire consequences that would result from failure to 

provide uninterrupted service. Any constraints imposed by the more stringent 

criteria in these Local Reliability Rules shall be observed in daily operations.          

                

Certain of these Reliability Rules have been instituted as the result of NYS Public 

Service Commission orders or directives. The Local Reliability Rules apply to the 

New York City (I-R1 through I-R4) and Long Island (I-R3) zones. 

 
 


