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PURPOSE OF THE STANDARD 
 
The purpose of this standard is to establish a required methodology for determining system operating 
limits (SOLs).  
 
BACKGROUND 
 

1. The first draft of this standard was posted for comment in July 2003.  
2. NYSRC posted comments on most of the eight drafts of this standard that have followed. 
3. NYSRC’s primary concern in all nine drafts has been that the standard drafting team (SDT) has 

failed to require consideration of credible multiple elements contingencies (Category C 
Contingencies) for the determination of SOLs. 

4. NYSRC voted “no” on two previous balloted versions of this standard (in September 2005 and 
March 2006) – both versions were subsequently withdrawn. On both occasions NYSRC 
submitted letters to the ballot body prior to these votes expressing its concerns and urging “no” 
votes. 

 
THE RECENT VOTE 
 

1. Draft #9 (FAC-011-1) was balloted during the period September 19 to 29.  This version continued 
to omit Category C Contingency requirements. Once again the Executive Committee (EC) 
directed NYSRC to vote “no”. 

2. Letters: On September 15 NYSRC transmitted a letter to the ballot body with its concerns and 
urging a “no” vote. On September 18 the chairman of the SDT sent a letter to the ballot body that 
attempted to rebut the NYSRC letter. A. Adamson then transmitted a letter to the EC on 
September 22 that critiqued each of SDTs points. The NYSRC comments that accompanied its 
“no” vote included some of this critique to the SDTs arguments.  

3. We transmitted the above correspondence to NPCC and the CP-9 members in order to encourage 
them to support the NYSRC position in their own ballots. We also spoke to some. This effort may 
have been effective: The overwhelming majority of NPCC entities voted “no” (see below), 
although it appeared initially that NPCC and its Areas were evenly split on how they would vote. 

4. Ballot results on the initial ballot: 
• An affirmative vote by the ballot body was received in favor of this standard – 74.5% (a 

2/3 weighted vote is required for approval).  
• NPCC and all NPCC Areas, except Ontario, voted “no”. All NY TOs voted “no”. 
• Many Southeast voting entities, including SERC, voted “no”. 
• Noteworthy, in Segment 9 five of eight regulators, including the NYS PSC, voted “no”. 
• The overwhelming majority of the rest of North American voting entities voted “yes”. 

 
WHAT’S NEXT? 
 

1. A re-circulation ballot will probably begin on October 12. The ballot body will probably once 
more approve the standard on this second ballot. 

2. The NERC BOT will likely be requested to adopt the standard on November 1. 
3. If the standard is adopted by NERC, FERC will shortly afterward be requested to approve the 

standard for enforcement. 
4. NYSRC actions? 
 

 


